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ENT 


64 seating configurations, wipe-down utility floors and a built-in MP3/digital 
media jack. Where will it take you? The multifunctional Element from Honda. 


editorial 


SinCitysteal 


fector Rabert Rodriguez is a legend 

n Hollywood. 

But it's not because he's made the 
best films of the past 10 years. 

He's a legend because over and over 
again he proves what anyone who has 
brushed up against the Hollywood 
machine already suspects — the bloated 
budgets of most films are ridiculous and 
unnecessary. 

He made the 199 Mexican gunslinger 
movie El Mariachifor a pittance —$7,000 
(U.S) of his money, about $200,000 of 


since, he has been turning out 
innovative, quality pictures for considerably less than the competition 
would have you believe it costs to make them, 

Despite starring Antonio Banderas, Desperado cost just $7-million. 
‘The Spy Kids movies averaged $38:million each, compared to about 
$120:nillion for each Harry Potter pic. And Rodriguer's latest, the 
stylish, digitally manipulated Sin City, is estimated at just $40-million 
compared to, say, January's widely panned Constantine, which used 
similar digital technology and cost about $100-million, 

In “Robert Rodriguez's 10 Minute Film School,” a brilliant piece 
that’s floating around the internet and exists in expanded versions 
in his book and on his DVDs, Rodriguez explains, “You're gonna 
come up with problems every day on your set. You can get rid of the 
problem one of two ways — you can do it creatively or you can wash 
itaway with the money hose.” Coming up with a moneyless solution, 
he points out, almost always results in a fresher, livelier result. 

Which is why many people who really know film, and love to see 
how it can be played with and stretched, are so excited about 
Sin City, Rodriguez's faithful translation of comic book writer 
Frank Miller's dark, dreary world. 

In “Drawn to Sin City,” page 28, one of the film's many stars, 

|, gives us some insight into how Rodriguez keeps making 
groundbreaking films on minimal budgets: “He shoots, he edits, he 
operates the camera, he lights, he does the music..., And he's the 
most amazing cook. 

Also in this issue, in “Great XXX-pectations,” page 22, 
relives stepping into Vin Diesel’s jackboots for the blow-em-up 
sequel XXX: State of the Union. 

In “He's a Lover, Nota Fighter,” page 18, 

A Lot Like Loves tells us why 
‘we should all put ἃ litde love in our hearts 
And in “The Lady is a Vamp,” page 16, 
reveals why that starched 
white nurse's outfit she wears in Saint Ralph 
is such a relief. 
—MARNI WEISZ 
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[1] 


letters | 


FRANKLY, HE GIVES A DAMN 

ὙΠ 05]. Where did 
you get the fact that Gone with the Wind is the longest movie 
to win a Best Picture Oscar? I have just consulted with the 
world’s expert on Gone With the Wind, Richard May, who 
worked for Tumer for many years. He acknowledge 
Gone With the Wind, which has never been cut, 
222 minutes, not including all music filler 


vines On the other hand, in 1092 eoaut 
Book onthe film Lawrence of Arabia Memos in my poss 
hte ναπίοα of Lauren of bia ich premiered 
in England on Dee. 10, 1962, and war shown in NY biel 
before being cut works ou tobe exacly 222.11 minutes 
‘The tlm wih muse was 231.68 minutes So, whe Gne i 
the Wind with musi aie over one minut longer than 
Tonger than Gone Wh he Wind They taught him to see 


Bob Morris, Ph.D, Professor (ret‘d), 


Carleton Uiversiy — fla, Ot througl’a killer's eyes. 


ra malian aba But they never taught 


UNFORTUNATE i 
ADDRESS him how to stop. 


Τ thoroughly enjoy your 
‘magazines. Every time I 
{go to the movies I pick 
up copies of Famous and 
Famous Kidsand read 
them coverto-cover 
while waiting for the 
film to begin. The “Now 
in Theatres," “Star 
Gazing” and “Famous 
a Last Words" are my 
favourite sections, I recently saw Lemony Snicket's A Series of 
Unfortunate Events and really enjoyed it. My favourite 
character is Violet Baudelaire, played by Emily Browning. 
Twant to write her a letter to tell her how much I enjoyed 
her performance but I could not find her contact, 
address anywhere. Can you help me out, please? 


Tai rome —Canbrie, σαί, SUSPECT ZERO 


We, 100, had a bit of trouble tracking this one down because 

(surprise surprise) young Ms. Browning just signed with a 

‘new agent, She's now with the powerful William Moris Agency, 

‘who told us you should send fan mailto: AVAILABLE Ar 


EWILY BROWIING, fo Theresa Peters, Wiliam Morris Agency, : 
151 ΕἸ Camino Dr, Beverly His, CA, 90212. OROGERS VIDEO 
OTP aw N00 ΗΒΜ; 


“Ben Kingsley 
Delivers Chill 


The Wal Stree lournal 


SPECIAL FEATURES 
Aerate Ending 


(Commentary By The Director 


And Much More 


FAMOUS WELCOMES YOUR COMMENTS 


or fax us at 416.539.8511; or drop us an email at editor@pmedia.ca 
Letters may be edite Please i ‘wie pararoun.comomesnlerainment 
‘name, city of te ο 


snaps 


ON FILM 


THE STARS WORK, PLAY AND GET COFFEE 


‘A Jeaniter Lopez watches trom bac 
‘A her Sweetface fashion line is presented at 
‘A New York Fashion Week. The line, which 
is based on J.Lo’s own style and uses a lot of 
fur, has made her PETA's atest target. 


>>> That's Joaquin Phoenix blazing a 
trail through Beverly Hills on his Ducati, but 
the le nis 


shot from the knees down, 


>>> Dressed like green 
Gragons, model-turned-actor 
Heidi Klum (she recently played 
Ursula Andress in The Life and 


‘Death of Peter Sellers) and her 
singing fiancé throw 
candies at τὸν uring a 


carnival in her hometown of 
Bergisch Gladbach, Germany. 


\V How embarrassing. Claire 
janes and Katie Holmes 
showed up at Calvin Klein's 
York show wearing the 
same strappy sandals. No 
wonder they look so pissed. At 
least Catalina Sandino Moreno 
(Oscar nominee for Maria Full 
of Grace) had the sense to 
‘wear slightly diferent strappy 
sandals. 
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A\ And the winner of the Celebrity Who 
(ΛΟ Looks Most Like His Pet Award goes to 
‘\ — drumroll — Adrien Brody! The Oscar- 
winning actor and his Chihuahua, Ceelo 
Vicious (named after a dice game), stepped 
‘ut for Starbucks in Hollywood. We wonder 
if Ceelo finished the whole cup. 


shorts 


BLACK 


A.year ago this month, 
did what she always does when she 
needs reliable career advice, She pulled 
out her tarot cards. 

“I do a lot of listening to the universe, 
This is such a crazy business, who else do 
you listen to,” the actor asks over a cup 
of tea at a café in her native Toronto. 

Black had spent some time living in 
New York, where she had a couple of 
small spots on Sex and the City as 
Samantha's assistant, and was part of 
Bravo's strugglingyoung-actor docu- 
mentary series The It Factor. Buta couple 
of years ago she moved to Los Angeles, 
which is where things became stagnant. 

So she asked the deck of cards 
whether she should return to Toronto, 
“And it said, ‘Dreams will be realized, 
your childhood dream will come true.” 
Not convinced, she went downstairs 
and watched The Sopranos. 

Later that night she sat down with 
the cards again, this time asking them 
what would happen if she stayed in 
LA: “And I drew a card saying 

‘Nightmares will happen,’ and I was 
like okay, okay, okay!” 

‘The clincher came a few days later 
when Black's LA. agent dropped her, 
“and that same day my agent here called 
and said, ‘Why don't you come back to 
Toronto, things are really busy here?" 

So she packed her bags and headed 
home...where, as it turned out, things 
‘weren't all that busy either. 

She auditioned for a dream part — 
Drew Barrymore's assistant in Fever Pitch, 
based on the Nick Hornby novel about 
Brit whose obsession with the Arsenal 
soccer team threatens his relationship, 
This Americanized adaptation would 
be directed by the Farrelly Brothers 
(There's Something About Mary) with 
Jimmy Fallon as a Boston Red Sox 
fanatic and Barrymore as his perturbed 
girlfriend. Coincidentally, it seemed, 
the movie would be shot in Toronto. 

But months passed without a word 
from the film's producers, so Black 
assumed she didn't get the part. 


Then, one day, she opened her 
mailbox and found a leter notifying 
residents that Peer Pitch would be 
filmed on their street. It was like the 
‘universe was rubbing salt in her wound. 
“A guy came over and ding-donged 
‘on the door, fasking], ‘Can you sign this 
saying you approve?"” Black recalls 
“And I said, Ἱ auditioned for this movie, 
you know.’ He's like, ‘Just sign it” 
Black was blue...until the next day 
‘when she got. call from her agent. 
“And my agent’s like ‘Are you sitting 
down?’ And I thought, ‘Why, what terri 
ble thing has happened?’ And she said, 
Ἵ think they're going to offer you 
Fever Pitch’ And 1 say, "No, they can't. 
‘Fever Pitch is already filming,’ and she 
‘as like, ‘No, they're going to make you 
an offer on this part.” 
Better late than never, Black had 


ier 
r Pitch.” 
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snagged the role of Carrie, Drew 
Barrymore's friend and co-worker. 
“She's a statistician, we're math geeks, 
and I'm really pushing for her career to 
take off because I want to go with her,” 
Black explains. “And she starts really 
wanting this guy, and going to baseball 
games and messing her career up, and 
I'm kind of driving her to forget about 
the guy and the baseball tickets and go 
for her career.” 

Black's not sure whether she'll head 
back to L.A for the film's gala premiere 
this month, “I hope so," she says. 

But the city shouldn't hold any night- 
mares this time. The scariest thing will 
be seeing how much of her work made 
it to the screen, “It’s nerve-wracking 
because you don't know,” she says. “I'm 
just praying that my whole storyline is 
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shorts | 
Much more 


Next month, George Lucas releases 
Star Wars Episode Ills Revenge of the Sith 
— the sixth and, apparently, final film in 
the Star Wars franchise. 

But according to Joel Sanders, senior 
web producer at AtomFilms.com, that's no 
reason their annual competition of satirical 
‘Star Wars fan films, which is co-presented 
by Mr. Lucas himself, should end. 

“The effort that it takes to create a fan 
film, that's exceptionally rare,” says, 
Sanders on the phone from AtomFilms’ 
home base in San Francisco. “There are 
only a few other brands | can think of that 
really are even close to Star Wars for that 
kind of fandom. So | think that will 


always continue.” 


Til Markson in the 2004 George Lucas Selects 
winner, “Escape from Tatooine” 


than clones 


The union between Lucas and the web- 
site began in 2002, when the all-powerful 
producer made the surprising decision to 
‘encourage — rather than crush — the 
creative liberties amateur filmmakers were 
taking with his universe. 

The nominees for the fourth installment 
are currently posted on the site. Winners 
will be announced there and at Celebration 
Ill, a Star Wars convention in Indianapolis, 
‘on April 22nd. Aside from an Audience 
Choice Award, Lucas and AtomFilms, 
choose the winners. 

You can also watch the nominees from 
past years on the site, short films with 
surprisingly impressive production values 
— soaring X-wing starfighters, the 
desertscape of Tatooine, a Yoda so realistic 
looking, and sounding, that Mark Hamill 
would have trouble telling him from the 
real thing. 

Although AtomFilms provides contestants 
with official sound effects, stealing images 
from Lucas's heavily copyrighted works is 
strictly verboten. So how are these film- 


2004's Audience Choice Award winner 


“Pink Five Strikes Back,” starting Amy Earhart 


Last year's Best Animation Award went to 
““Wampa” by Andreas Peterson 


makers — whom Sanders describes as 
“basement filmmakers all the way up to 
people who are semi-professional” — 
creating such dead-on parodies? 

“They're buying high-end models. These 
people are rampant fans,” says Sanders. 
"Some people actually bulld many of 
these things completely from scratch, 
either in 3-D animation or models.” 

‘And don't be fooled by the accuracy — 


‘Sanders says props like the stormtrooper 
costumes in last year's Best Comedy 
winner, Recruitment (an Imperial Starfleet 
spin on industrial training videos), are all 
replicas. 

“I think if anyone could afford a real 
‘one from the movies they probably wouldn't 
bbe wearing it," he says with a litle laugh, 
“they'd probably have it in a glass case.” 
ΒΡ 


‘This past January Famous Players announced a temporary 
reduction in ticket prices across Ontario, from a top price of 
$13.95 to a high of $9.95. The good-news story touched ἃ 
nerve, earning front-page real estate in The Globe and Mail, 
Toronto Star and other outlets. 

‘Two months later, the obvious question is “What exactly did 
they mean by ‘temporary?” The summer blockbuster season 
unofficially begins next month withthe release of Star Wars 
Episode Ill: Revenge of 
the Sith, and with the 
tough winter months 

behind us, i it time to 


good deal? 
Apparently not. 
“We have no plans 
to take it away atthe 
‘moment at all” says 
‘Nuria Bronfman, 


Famous Players’ corporat aa vice-president, “I think it will 
‘carry on at least through the summer months.” 

The price-drop in Ontario was based on attendance increases 
οἵ 10 to 15 percent in other markets where similar cuts had 
been made. Bronfman confirms that the Ontario price-drop has 
yielded a similar 10 to 15 percent bump. 

She says attendance data both within Ontario and across the 
test of the country is constantly reviewed with an eye to encour- 
‘aging maximum attendance numbers. In early 2004, ticket 
prices across much of Western Canada were dropped from 
$13.95 to $10.95, and have stayed there since. 

Right now, $10.95 is the top price for any Famous Players 
ticket, while some traditional theatres (meaning those built 
before the big expansion a few years back) charge even less 
than $9.95 for an adult admission. 

Ultimately, the message is an effective one: Keep taking 
advantage of the lower prices, and the prices will stay low. 

"Yeah, we have absolutely no plans to take it away as long 
85 we keep seeing the same kind of numbers we're seeing,” 
confirms Bronfman, “I's proven its point, basically. There's no 
reason why we would take it away.” —MW 
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ACUVUE IMAGINE CONTACT LENSES THAT STAY MOIST ALL DAY. 


technology designe: 
μεσ Ask you 


are profes 


“Pa i mtn an a ae an hain mn i ELA nay 
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the | big | picture | 


now in theatres 


| BY INGRID RANDOJA 


BEAUTY SHOP 


‘Queen Latifah, 
Mena Suvari 
Bille Woodruff (Honey) 

Latifah returns as stylist 
Gina Norris (first introduced in Barbershop), 
‘who wants to pull her hair out after 
‘opening her own salon and being forced 
to deal with yappy clients and unhappy 
‘employees. 
‘HITS THEATRES MARCH 30 


APRIL 1 


SIN CITY 
ilo’ ΙΝ ΠῚ Bruce Willis, Clive Owen 
1 DIRECTED? Robert Rodriguez, Frank Miller 
" To turn Frank Miller's 
‘comic book about life in seedy Sin City 
into a film, director Rodriguez gave it the 
“digital backlot” treatment, meaning the 
actors performed in front of green-screens 
and the backgrounds and sets were 
digitally inserted later. The result is a 
stylish film noir that looks as if it sprang 
from the panels of the comic book. The 
plot intertwines three stories — a tough 
uy (Mickey Rourke) looking to avenge 
his lover's murder, ἃ photographer 
(Owen) covering up the accidental death 
of 8 police officer and a cop (Willis) 
intent on clearing his name. See 
Clive Owen interview, page 28. 


APRIL B 


SAINT RALPH 
‘Adam Butcher, Jennifer Tly 

r ‘Michael McGowan (My Dog 
Vincent 


ΤΠ ABOUT? Set in Hamilton, Ontario, 
during the 1950s, this bittersweet 
Canadian comedy tells the story of 
14-year-old Ralph, whose life sucks — 
his dad is dead, his mom is dying and 
he's been banished to his school’s cross- 
country team. But Ralph believes he's 
destined for greatness and sets out to 
win the 1954 Boston Marathon. See 
Jennifer Tily interview, page 16. 


SAHARA 
(0S 1 ΠῚ Matthew MeConaughey, 
Penélope Cruz 
f £0? Breck Elsner (debut) 
UT? McConaughey steps into 
the desert boots of paperback hero Dirk 
Pitt, who, along with a comely scientist 
(Cruz), searches for a treasure-loaded 
‘American Civil War ship beached some- 
here in the Sahara Desert. Breck Eisner, 
son of embattled Disney CEO Michael 
Eisner, makes his directing debut. 


THE BALLAD OF JACK AND ROSE 
Daniel Day-Lewis, 
Catherine Keener 
RECTED? Rebecca Miller 
(Personal Velocity) 

ΤῸ ΤΠ ABOUT? Dying recluse Jack 
(Day-Lewis) invites his girlfriend (Keener) 
and her two sons to come live on his 
Pacific Northwest island hoping they will 


“- 
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help take care of his teenage daughter 
Rose (Camilla Belle) after his death. 


FEVER PITCH 

Drew Barryma 
IRECTED? Bobby and 
(Stuck on You) 

ATST ABOUT? What’ the best way to 
‘Americanize Nick Homby's novel about ἃ 
British bloke whose obsession with his 
favourite soccer club ruins his relationshi 
Simple, turn the lad into a die-hard 
Boston Red Sox fan (Fallon), who drives 
his girlfriend (Barrymore) crazy with his 
baseball obsession. 


Jimmy Fallon 
ter Farrelly 


APRIL 22 


ALOT LIKE LOVE 
Wo’ ΙΝ ΠῚ Ashton Kutcher, Amanda Peet 
Nigel Cole (Calendar Girs) 
T ABOUT? It seems Ashton Kutcher 
never met ἃ romantic comedy script he 
didn't like. He stars in yet another rom- 
com, this one focusing on polar opposites 
Oliver and Emily (Peet), who spend 
seven years fighting/dating/breaking up 
‘te. until they finally grasp the obvious... 
See Ashton Kutcher interview, page 18. 


KUNG FU HUSTLE 
SINT? Stephen Chow, Yuen Wah 

Stephen Chow 

(Shaolin Soccen 

Crouching Tiger 

meets West Side Story in this well- 

choreographed action pic about a riot 

that breaks out in gang-ridden Shanghai 

of the 1930s 


THE AMITYVILLE HORROR 


ΜΗΝῚ INT? Ryan Reynolds, Melissa George 
WHO DIRECTED? Andrew Douglas (debut) 
WHATS ΠΤ ABOUT? This remake of the 1978 
horror flick stars Reynolds and George as ἃ 
couple whose dream home turns out to be a 
demonic crash pad, Scaaaary on-set ocour- 
rences such as cast members falling for no 
reason and lights turning on by themselves 
were reported. We also heard a bowl of 
M&Ms in the craft services truck spilled in 
the shape of a pentagram. 


1 
5 HITS THEATRES APRIL 15 


Japrit 29 


Martin Freeman, Mos Def 


Garth Jennings (debut) | find out if audiences embrace Cube as | 
Geeky anti-establishment ‘Ice Cube, Samuel L. Jackson ὀ {πε XXX program's second rough-around- 

types spent the '80s laughing out loud to Lee Tamahori | the-edges secret agent (this time trying 

Douglas Adams’ absurdist scifi book | (Die Another Day) | to foil a homegrown terrorism plot) the 

about British everyman Arthur Dent, who Who needs Vin Diesel | same way they embraced Diese’s original 

travels the galaxy after the Earth is when you've got Ice Cube? We'll soon | XXX. See Ice Cube interview, page 22. 

destroyed, After almost 20 years in 

development hell, the late Adams’ cult WWW.FAMOUSPLAYERS.COM 

classic finally hits the big sereen. Some fms play only in major markets Al release dates subject to change. 
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JENNIFER TILLY squeezes her huge personality into a starched, white nurse's uniform for 


Saint Ralph | BY MATHIEU CHANTELOIS 


τι the terrace of one of Toronto's grand hotels, Jennifer 
ΤΙΝ waits for a journalist. Radiant, she sips some red 
wine before rising to greet him. It's not even lunchtime 
and he's surprised to find her indulging so early in the day. 
Between two bursts of laughter she replies, “Since your tape 
recorder is recording our conversa- 
tion, T'l only say that this is my first 
dink of the day.” 

‘And the tone of the interview is set. 

‘When so many actors are indifferent 
and arrogant, Jennifer Tilly shines by 
being open and playful. Her laugh is 
contagious, her voice (a lot less nasal 
than on the big screen) is enveloping 
and her smile offers a glimpse into her 
insatiable desire to take a bite out of 
life. I's difficult to resist this overflow: 
ing bottle of zany energy. 

Tilly was in town to promote 
Saint Ralph, a film by Canadian 
director Michael McGowan (My Dog 
Vincent), at the Toronto International 
Film Festival. She plays Nurse Alice. 

“Tloved it, mainly because I only had 
to slip on a white uniform every day. 
It's very rare that I don't have to worry 
daily about what the costume depart- 
‘ment is going to make me wear,” 
explains the urbanite fashionista who 
‘owns more than 400 pairs of shoes. 

The sweet drama, which will be 
released this month, tells the story of 
Ralph Walker, a Sth-grader who runs 
the 1954 Boston Marathon in the 
hopes of helping his sick mother. In 
Ralph's confused 14-year-old mind, he 
believes only a miracle will bring his 
mother out of her coma, and knows 
it will be a miracle if he wins the 
‘marathon. Tilly's nurse attends to 
Ralph's ailing mother, while trying to 
prepare him for the worst. 

“Following major Hollywood pro- 
ductions with a small-budget Canadian 
film stimulates me enormously. It 

ἡ allows me to reach out to touch the sky but sill keep my wo 
3 feet fimnly on the ground,” says Tilly. 
§ The self-proclaimed “biggest B-movie star in the world’ 
© grew up in British Columbia, but graciously explains why she 
E packed her bags for the United States more than 20 years 
Ago. “My agent told me that if wanted to be a great actress, 


“| have to admit that my 
career is evolving in a way 
that is getting more and 
more strange,” says Tilly 


I needed to move to New York. He warmed me that 
Los Angeles was for people who wanted to sell out. The choice 
for me was simple: I moved to L.A,” she says with a laugh. 

No doubt, Jennifer Tilly relishes the Hollywood life. 
Existing on the margins of popular culture, the 46-year-old 

loves interviews, camera flashes and 
‘opening nights. She does not unde: 
stand why the majority of stars aren't 
up for the celebrity game. “I adore 
being the centre of attention,” she 
says. “In general, I spend the festivals, 
being photographed in beautiful 
dresses and talking about my career 
with journalists. I can’t complain 
about my life.” 

But that love of glitand glam doesn't 
‘mean Tilly isn't extremely motivated 
by work and success. 

Her ambiguous image as a child- 
like, yet voluptuous, woman has given 
her such memorable roles as the 
seemingly simple-minded femme 
fatales in the Wachowski brothers’ 
Bound and Woody Allen's Bullets Over 
‘Broaday (which earned her an Oscar 
nomination for Best Supporting 
Actress), as well as the maternal 
sexpots in Relax...It's Just Sex and 
Dancing at the Blue Iguana 

‘And her unique voice has made 
her both a successful comedic actor 
(Liar, Lia) and an in-demand 
voiceover talent for films like Stuart 
Littl and Monsters, Ine 

“I have to admit that my career is 
evolving in a way that is getting more 
and more strange,” she says. “In the 
business we often say that we don't 
find as much work after 40. But since 
I reached that cap I am finding 
myself playing roles that are more 
and more different.” 

Famous, polite and articulate, 
‘Tilly's goal isto get as many — and as 
eclectic — roles as she can. 

“Life is good. 1 work constantly. 1 am one of the only 
actresses that has succeeded in this milieu without having to 
have my breasts done,” she concludes between another two 
bursts of laughter. @ 


Mathieu Chantelos isthe editor of Famous Québec. 
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ASHTON KUTCHER’s bid to become 
king of the rom-coms continues with 
the sweet date movies Guess Who and 
A Lot Like Love. But do you want to 
know his ultimate goal in life? To help 
people “learn to love each other a little 
ἃ bit more.” Awww...we just want to 
pinch his cheeks | BY BOB STRAUSS 
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τ some point, sooner rather than 
later, Ashton Kutcher knows that 
hhe has to be taken seriously. The 

goofy comedy characters, the tabloid 
relationships, the trendy investments in 
everything from celebrity-stocked. 
restaurants to those alkwhite Kabbalah 
enlightenment suits — they must be 
banished to the back of the public’s con- 
sciousness, so his real work as an actor 
and producer can claim the spotlight. 

Only problem: He can't imagine life 
without clowning around, 

“I want to do new things that keep 
me interested,” says the 27-yearold 
Kutcher, on the phone from L.A. After 
seven seasons, he has just said goodbye 
to his signature doofus role, That '70s 
Show's Kelso. “But at the same time, 1 
want to continue doing television as 
well, in other forms and other ways. 
And I'm not going to deny that people 
‘want to see me do comedy, so I want το, 
be able to do both.” 

Kutcher believes his two new movie 
releases allow him to have it both ways. 

A Lot Like Love sounds a lot like . ον 
well, When Harry Met Sally (not a bad 
thing, ifitlives up to the model's sophis- 
ticated mixture of heart and humour). 
Kutcher’s Oliver and Amanda Peet's 
Emily meet on a plane, decide that 
they're perfectly wrong for one another, 
and over seven years keep crossing 
paths. Friendship blooms. But will 
anything more? 

‘Okay, sounds kind of contrived, as past 
Kutcher rom-coms both popular (Just 
Married) and not (My Boss's Daughter) 
have tended to be. But the actor insists 
the movie has insight as well as laughs. 

“One of the things that makes it 
‘unique and different is that it’s fanny at 
times — and I'm absolutely certain that 
they'll sell it as a big comedy — but at 
the same time I think that it's got a 
little more soul than that... This film is 
an exploration of timing. Is there ever 
really a right time to be with someone? 
‘And it’s also an exploration of how blind 
‘we can be as people, when the person 
that you want to be with can be standing 
right next to you and you don’t even 
know it. Basically, her character is living 
in the past and doesn’t think that she's 
good enough. My character is living in 
the future and doesn’t think that he's 
good enough. And they find that they're 
both good enough for each other.” 

In Guess Who, released last month, 
Kutcher plays a guy whose prospective 
fatherin-law will never consider him 


good enough. That fatherinlaw is 
played by Bernie Mac, and in this cheeky, 
racereversed remake of the Tracy- 
Hepburn classic Guess Who's Coming to 
Dinner, Kutcher is the suspect white guy 
who wants to marry his daughter. 

“This movie is obviously a broad 
comedy and very different from the orig. 
inal,” the actor admits. But Guess Who, 
which Kutcher executive produced as 
well, also spoke to his social conscience. 

“That was the reason for me to do the 


movie,” he says. “I've obviously done 
comedies before, so to change ita little 
bit and do something with a little more 
relevance was, for me, a must. We 
found that in this picture. When they 


with Bernie Mac In Guesg 


‘made the original, the racial gap was 
like a mile wide, and now maybe it’s a 
city block. Ifwe can take an inch off of 
that, we're doing our job.” 

Despite his contention that he wants 
to keep making us laugh, the more 
Kutcher speaks, the more his sober side 
‘emerges. Toss him a jokey question — 
Glad the "70s are finally over? — and 
you get a melancholy response. 

“Isee a lot of potential growth in it,” 
hae says of Ieaving the sitcom that made 
him a star. “But at the same time, the 
first day I came to L.A. [started working 
‘on That '70s Show. All those guys and 
girls are not just my castmates and crew, 
they're my friends. Not seeing them 
every day is going to be tough.” 

‘Tying a different route, I ask the 
producer of MTV's celebrity practical 
Joke party Punk dwhat his creative goals 
fare now that he's out of the weekly 
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television grind, and get the following 
heartfelt dissertation: 

“My goal is not for myself, it’s really 
more for others. Really, I just want to 
use every medium that I can to help 
people learn to love each other a little 
bit more. That's the idea, anyway. [love 
how the tsunami disaster happens and, 
all of a sudden, everybody jumps in and 
starts caring about one another again 
and really starts pushing to give. But 
that soon fades to the back of their 
minds and they forget about it. If we 
could just keep that up all the time, I 
think we'd be doing a lot beter.” 

Sounds like that could be his 
Kabbalah philosophy talking. Kutcher 


‘was introduced to the Hebrew mystical 
tradition by his girlfriend, Demi Moore. 
And while many dismiss Kabbalah as 
the latest in a long line of Hollywood 
spiritual fads, Kutcher has a definite 
scholarly take on the practice. 

“I'm not one to pan something or not 
do it or be afraid of it because 1 don't 
know what it is, so I've been trying to 
learn about it,” he says. “find it extreme- 
ly intriguing. Ic is the conceptual basis of, 
most religions, and having been raised 
Catholic, it’s interesting to find out 
where a lot of that tradition comes from, 
Some incredibly wise people have deci 
phered the codes of religious history.” 

‘Maybe, though, there's a psychological 
motivation for all this earnestness, After 
all, Kutcher was a poor, farm country kid 
‘who was working his way toward a bio- 
chemical engineering degree when he 


won the Fresh Faces of Iowa modeling PD 
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DP contest. Next thing he knew, he was in New York City, being 
paid outrageous sums just to pose, then was compensated even 
better to look good and act silly in California. Perhaps the 
engineer that never was longs for a kind of legitimacy beyond 
sex symbol success. 

If so, it won't be easy to come by. At least, not as long as the 
tabloid media remains obsessed with his relationship with 
former superstar Moore, and the fact that she's a very healthy 
15 years his senior. Although that kind of attention has died 
down a bit, Kutcher remains understandably wary of it. 

“The respect of privacy and the boundaries that are involved 
with that have been breached,” he observes. "I wouldn't ever 
‘want to be responsible for censoring the press. But is going to 
ἃ restaurant news? Is going skiing news? Is it necessary? 

Ask him directly about Moore, though, and the carefree 
Ashton finally emerges. 

“She's great, fantastic,” he gushes. 

So, when's the much-peculatedabout wedding? 

“That's a completely irrelevant question,” he says, laughing. 

At the end of the day, Kutcher doesn't worry much about 
how he’s perceived. As long as it doesn't limit his productivity 
(and besides Punk'd, he’s got four other series currently in 
development), or his opportunities to act as seriously — or for 
that matter, as stupidly — as he wants 

“Lust want to do new and different things,” he says. “I don't 
care how people look at me. I get off on acting, I get off on 
playing different characters, I really love and enjoy it I want to 
do things that I’m interested in and share that with people, and 
hopefully they appreciate the gift that I'm trying to give them. 

“But look, it's like Christmas, I've given people stuff that 
they re gift right out the door! You never know. But I'm going 
to keep giving." @ 


Bob Strauss is a Los Angeles-based entertainment writer, 


Before Kelso, before Punk'd and 
before Demi, Ashton Kutcher was. 
just ἃ cute Kid from lowa who 
thought he could make some dough 
‘modeling. These porfalia pics 
‘came from his first professional 
photo shoot, when he was just 16. 


KINGDOM OF HEAVEN (MAY) 

Stars: Orlando Bloom, Liam Neeson 

Director: Ridley Scott (Gladiator) 

Story: For a movie that doesn't have a single $20-million 
‘actor, Kingdom of Heaven did an admirable job of racking 
Up a $130-million (U.S.) price tag. Filmed in Morocco and 
Spain, the story actually begins in Jerusalem of the 12th- 
‘century, where ἃ poor blacksmith (Bloom) helps fight the 
Crusaders who took over his city in 1099. If you squint your 
eyes while watching the trailer, you'd swear it was for 
‘Scott's 2000 historical epic Gladiator, right down to the 
plump snowflakes falling against a gray sky during battle 
‘and the wind-blown waves in afield of wheat. 


THE BAD NEWS BEARS (JUNE) 

Stars: Billy Bob Thornton, Greg Kinnear 
Director: Richard Linklater (Before Sunset) 
Story: Fans of the 1976 original, which starred Walter 
Matthau as the grizzled coach ofa ragtag Little League 
team and Tatum O'Neal as his protégé pitcher, will notice 8 
few changes. For instance, this time the grizzled coach 
(Thornton) is a former major leaguer whereas in the first 
movie he was a career minor leaguer, and there's a very PC 
new plot device about a lawsuit that requires the league to 
accept all players regardless of ability. But in the subtle 
hands of director Linklater we still have hope this remake 


will be done well. Our first clue? Linklater cast an unknown 
named Sammi Kraft in O'Neal's role, rather than a studio 
favourite like Dakota Fanning or Hilary Duff. 


BATMAN BEGINS (JULY) 
Stars: Christian Bale, Liam Neeson 

‘Director: Christopher Nolan (Memento) 

Story: The series that began with Tim Burton's 1989 
gothic masterpiece Batman had played itself out by 1997's 
utterly disappointing Batman ἃ Robin. So, what to do? Go 
back to the very origins of our pointy-eared hero. After a 
long search Welsh actor Christian Bale — best known for 
indie films like American Psycho — was handed the choice 
role. Bales young Bruce Wayne travels the werd leaning 
how to fight evil like the kind that killed his parents when 
he was just a boy. Then he returns to Gotham to take on the 
sinister forces threatening the city. 


THE BROTHERS GRIMM (JULY) 

Stars: Matt Damon, Heath Ledger 

Director: Terry Gilliam (Brazil) 

Story: Shot in the summer of 2003 on a soundstage in 
Prague, this fantastical tale from Monty Python alum 
Gilliam wil finaly see the light of day. Damon and Ledger 
play the famous fairytale-writing brothers Jake and Will 
Grimm (Jacob and Wilhelm in real life) who travel from town 
to town claiming they can rid communities of “enchanted 
creatures.” But when they'e called upon to rid one particular 
forest of an evil sorceress who may really be responsible for 
the disappearance of little girs, their bluff is called. 
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riginally signed to play the sidekick 
(0 τὰ seer ae 

tumed-actor Ice Cube was quickly 
shifted into the lead role when the film's 
producers couldn't come to terms with the 
star of 2002's XXX, Vin Diesel. Reports are, 
it was a money thing. 

‘And that was fine with Ice Cube, espe- 
cially since starring in what seems destined 
to become an action franchise would fulfill, 
fone of his lifelong dreams. “I've done all, 
kinds of movies,” the 35-year-old says 
with ἃ smile during an interview in 
Beverly Hills, "but | always hoped I'd get 
the chance to show movie audiences that 
black folks could kick butt and save the 
‘world just like ἃ James Bond.” 

In XXX: State of the Union, National 
Security Agency (NSA) agent Augustus 
Gibbons (a returning Samuel L. Jackson) 
springs Special Forces officer Darius 
Stone (Cube) from a military prison to 
help the government track down a military 
splinter group (headed by Willem Dafoe) 
planning ἃ coup to overthrow the U.S. 
government. Unlike Diesel, who played an 
extreme-sports-expert-turned- ᾿ 
agent, Cube's streetwise XXX 
is a trained killer who was 


jailed while trying to uncover 
8 conspiracy. 

But if this is Cube's shot at a 
Bond-like character, it's@ single 
shot. As the actor explains, he definitely 


‘won't be back for a third film: “To do away E come to terms with XXX 
with the overinflated egos and keep the star Vin Diese, ICE CU 
bottom line down the producers came up J ate 
with the bright idea ofa new XX agent each grabbed the lead. Here the 
film, 1 guess I'l have to audition for James rapper-tumned-actor opens 
Bond, because my time is over in ΧχΧ δά. up about fatherhood, flops 
And that's fine. The Compton-born rapper 
who first shot to fame as ἃ member of the and fighting Rarrorient ay 
controversial urban group N.WA. has | XXX: State of the Union. 
already signed to do Four Brothers with | BY EARL DITTMAN 


John Singleton, the director who guided 
hhim through his very first film, 1991's 
Boyz N the Hood. Shooting is already 
underway in Toronto. 


“Honestly, | don’t know all the ins and outs, 
but it was a decision made by [producer] 
‘Neal Moritz and all ofthe people involved at 
Revolution Studios.... | have to let my ego 
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“| always hoped I'd get the chance to show movie audiences that 


black folks could kick butt and save the world just like James Bond” 


take over and say that State ofthe Union was 
really talo-made for me. I'm proud of that, 
50 | want people to come out of the theatre 
after seeing it with their jaws dragging on the 
ground and completely speechless.” 


“Yeah, | did, but they mostly just bruises 
and cuts. It was nothing that serious at all. 
| didn’t want to make a big deal about it. 
Actually, my wife didn’t even want to know 
how | got them because | was probably 
gonna do something worse the next day.” 


"Oh yeah, everything's cool between us. 
That was 8 long time ago. Samuel is a 
classically trained actor, so | now under- 
stand why he felt that way. Of course, he 
‘was seeing me in things like Anaconda and, 
Ghosts of Mars, so he wasn't seeing a 
hole lot of talent. But that's all in the 
past. While we were doing this movie, he 
told me, ‘You know, you're a damn good 
actor.’ That meant the world to me, 
because | have such tremendous respect 
for Sam as an actor and a man.” 


“Acting is for everyone who can do it right. 
| would say that myself, Will Smith, Queen 
Latifah and Ice-T have tried to pave the 
way for people to respect rappers as real 
actors. | mean, Will and Latifah have 
gotten so many nominations for their work, 
‘and they got them because they could act. 
We're just trying to show people that we 
know what we're doing so that other 
movies with black actors/musicians or 
rappers can get greenlit. | mean, when the 
other studios see the kind of money the 
Barbershop movies make — a movie about 
black men made on such a small budget — 
they go and rewrite a lot of their scripts 
and greenlight more movies for black folks. 
That's the real success ofall of it." 


“Yeah, | do. | mean, | used to hear alot of 
the trained actors say that our movies were 
bad and pointless. We had to show them 
that we weren't trying to be a bunch of 
Laurence Oliviers. And | would always tell 
them, ‘Look, if ἃ trained actor can make ἃ 
bad movie, why can't a rapper?” (Laughs.] 
Do you know what | mean? It's not an art 
that is so untouchable that other artists 
can’t give it a ty.” 
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“Because 1 thought they would fix the 
seripts.... And, also, when I look at some 
of those movies | think, ‘Damn, if ! would 
hhave had just a little more control in the 
editing bay, | could have made this movie 
better.’ That's the mast frustrating part of 
‘not producing your own movies.” 


"Oh, yeah, big time. | never knew that the 
special effects in it were going to look that 
cheesy (laughs). But that is something that 
you, as an actor, can't see while you're 
‘making it. | just saw a lot of blue-screens 
and greer-screens, but | couldn't see what 
the effects were going to look like. | mean, 
damn, if the movie had come out in 1979, 
it would have been a smash hit. But now it 
looks cheesy as hell laughs)” 


“i'm nat done with rap, because it's in my 
blood. I'm gonna do mare records. The truth 
Js Hollywood is much more relaxing than the 
rap game which is a full contact sport. With 
rap, you gotta be on your toes, be sharp and 
watch your back because there are a lot of 


‘snakes. It can be a dangerous game. It can PD» 
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DP even be deadly or dangerous to your 
health, But I'm happy with N.W.A.'s place in 
rap history. People will never forget us, and 
even on my own, | was a groundbreaker. 
That's why | switched to movies. My place in 
rap history isin stone.” 


“Artists are scared of letting their thoughts 
g0 public. That's why rap music is 70 
percent ego and bravado now and 30 
percent message and topic. I'm sick of 
these new rap guys just talking about how 
bad they are. Fine, you're bad. Now go say 
something else. Give me more.” 


“Mainly so my wife Kim (of 13 years] and 
‘our four kids can watch one of their pop's 
‘movies without hearing any cursing or seeing 
anything sexual.” 


“I'm the firm but fair type. I'm cool and 
understanding, but there are rules. Bottom 
line is that I respect my kids. A lot of 
parents want to be dictators around the 
house, which isn’t me. I'm also not 
friends with my kids. 'm clearly in charge, 
but 1 do listen to opinions. That's all any 
kid wants. They want their words to be 
heard.” 


famous 26 


“The 13-year-old needs the most attention. 
That's just the toughest age. You don’t 
know if you want to be ἃ kid or a grown-up 
One day, you act all adult and the next you 
can't even comb your hair. One day my kid 
comes downstairs looking all fresh and 
clean. The next day I'm like, ‘Go back 
upstairs. You look ike you'te homeless.” 
[Laughs.1 | guess its not fair because | can 
say, ‘If you don’t wash up you won't go and 
‘meet Usher.’ I'm lucky | have that one on 
the table because it works." 


“"Yeah, | do. | think I've worked long and hard 
to gain respect from the industry and from 
within myself. | feel like an actor. | don't 
hhave an Oscar or anything, but that's just 8 
perk. You know you're an actor when you can 
feel it from within. But | stil have a lot of 
work to do. I'm nowhere near where | want to 
be. And, hopefully, with all the films I've got 
coming up, I'l get better and better. So, one 
day | will be able to say, ‘I'm an actor just 
like Laurence Oliver.’ [Laughs.l" Θ᾽ 


Earl Dittman is an entertainment writer 
based in Houston, Texas. 
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hen you think of 
Wisi. “over ec 
can't. help but 
think elegance. The 40-year- 
old Brit is best known 
for roles like the suave 
writertumed-dealer in the 
sophisticated Groupier, and 
the dashing historical 
leader in King Arthur. Even 
as the cad physician in 
Closer, Owen exudes a 
classy confidence, impres- 
sive enough to earn him his 
first Oscar nomination, 

So you can see why the 
London actor was a little 
bit surprised and mildly 
amused when director 
Robert Rodriguez (Spy Kids, 
Depserado) asked him to be in his film adaptation of Frank 
Miller's vivid, but lurid, comic books. 

Called Sin City, the $40million Rodriguez movie is a 
cinematic amalgamation of three Miller stories, all featuring 
wild action in the seething underbelly of a strange slumlike 
netherworld, The larger-than-life guys and dolls who populate 
the mix include mobsters and morons, brutes and bastards, 
hookers and hangers on, carnivores and, yes, cannibals. 

Outrageous indeed. Even sweet, wide-eyed Elijah Wood 
gets into the depravity. In a seeming attempt to rid himself 
of his Hobbit persona, Wood co-stars as a mute cannibal 
serial killer, 

So Owen was understandably curious to find out just how 
odd his adventures in Sin City might be. After all, Rodriguez 
had attempted this blend of action, humour and horror once 
before, in 1996's twisted vampire flick From Dusk Till Dawn, 
which didn’t exactly garner raves. 

But what Rodriguez. now had at his disposal, besides the 
‘magnificently weird Miller manifestations, was state-ofthe-art 
digital effects to define this ethereal noir world. Imagine 
Warren Beatty’s Dick Tracy with all of the joy and colour 
drained out. 

What Owen eventually discovered was that his tough-guy 
character, Dwight, wasn't nearly as strange as the world he 
inhabited, 

“But I do remember thinking, ‘How peculiar’ when I gota 
call saying, ‘Robert Rodriguez wants you to do Sin City." 
Owen admits at a Los Angeles hotel. “Then he sent me a five- 
minute test that he had already put together to show me how 
it was going to look’ 

A few weeks later, Rodriguez, continuing the courting 
process, sent the actor Miller's book The Big Fat Kill, on which, 
‘Owen's Sin Gity segment would be based. 

“So I read it and we talked about it,” recalls Owen. “And 
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Fresh off an Oscar nomination CLIVE OWEN joins the 


ensemble cast of Robert 
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comic book adaptation, Sin City | BY BOB THOMPSON 


then he told _me that 
Benicio Del Toro was 
going to be init. Timme- 
diately said, “Great, let's 
do it” 

As the leathery trench 
coatwearing photogra- 
pher Dwight, Owen gets 
into an ugly fix after 
messing with some very 
strange cannibal call 
girls (Alexander's Rosario 
Dawson and Gilmore Giri! 
Alexis Bledel) and a 
vengeful assassin (Del 
Toro) 

In the two other 
segments that make up 
Sin Gity, “The Customer 
is Always Right” has Josh 
Hartnett playing a serviceindustry employee, and Marley 
Shelton as his client. Both are bound for bad times. And the 
sequence based on “That Yellow Bastard” has Bruce Willis as 
a cop with a heart problem who confronts a ghoulish 
monster (Nick Stahl) as they both we for the affections of a 
rope-twirling stripper (Jessica Alba) 

‘Meanwhile, there's Marv (Mickey Rourke), a hard-asnails 
street thug who wanders through all three interconnecting 
stories as he tries to track down his hooker-girliriend’s killer, 

It’s raunchy and ruthless and perfectly bizarre, reflecting 
the tone of the Miller comic book, but minus the comic book 
nudity, which Rodrgiuez and Miller decided would be 
overkill and a boxoffice disaster if the movie was nailed with 
a prohibitive NC-17 rating, meaning no one under the age of 
17 could see it. 


Rodriguez's innovative 


England, with his four brothers, his mom and a father 
‘who worked for the British railroad system. When he was 
young his father took off, leaving the family to fend for itself 

Despite the hard times, Owen knew what he wanted to do 
with his life — act. It was a career choice that was simply 
unthinkable to many in his poor neighbourhood, because it 
was so clearly unattainable. 

“But I never wanted to do anything els, really." he recalls. 

Assorted school plays and musicals — Ἵ was the Artful 
Dodger in an Oliver! we did” — followed, all deepening his 
enthusiasm for the craft. 

His technique was honed at the Royal Academy of the 
Dramatic Arts in London and later as a member of the Young 
Vie Theatre group, 

Finally, in 1990, Owen's role in the hit English TV series 
Chancer provided him with a profile in Britain. But it wasn't 
until 1998's siylsh caper film Croupier that he became PD 


0: own underl7 years were spent in Coventry, 


“For us, it was very peculiar, standing in green-screen 
every day,” says Owen. “But we knew we would be impressed 


with the result, 


and we were” 
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DD bankable in Hollywood, leading to 
films such as 2001's Robert Altman 
ensemble dramedy Gosford Park, 2002's 
Matt Damon thriller The Bourne Identity 
and his title role of King Arthur last year. 

He's also managed to fitin a series of 
short, swanky films for BMW, which are 
shown on the automaker's website, 
confirming his status as a very debonair 
fellow, and leading to rumours that he 
‘may be the next James Bond — rumours 
Which he continues to discoun 

“What do I think about that?” he says, 
chuckling. “I don't really think about it. 
I just really never do. The Bond rumour 
has been circulating for a while, That's 
all itis. learned a long time ago not to 
‘waste time thinking about those things.” 

Owen prefers to live the non-celebrity 
quiet life in London with his wife, actor 
Sarah Jane Fenton, and their daughters, 
Hannah, 7, and Eve, 4. “Gardening,” he 
says, is his most exotic extracurricular 
activity, although he’s “taken up horse- 
back riding, inexplicably, after doing it 
for King Arthur.” 

‘Which makes one wonder what hobby 
he might have picked up doing Sin City. 
With luck, it had less to do with killing 
and boozing, and more to do with the 
incredible work ethic and enthusiasm of 
director Rodriguez. 

“First of all, he’s a very nice guy and 
hugely impressive,” says Owen. “But it 
was extraordinary watching him go 
about his business. 

“He's like ἃ renaissance man, com- 
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pletely one of a kind. I've never really 
come across anyone quite like him,” 
Owen continues. “He does absolutely 
everything. He shoots, he edits, he oper- 
ates the camera, he lights, he does the 

‘Owen smiles, 
amazing cook.” 

Sin City was shot at Rodriguer’s film 
headquarters in Austin, Texas, on 
strangely bare sets that were often 
green-screened to allow for the all- 
encompassing special effects. Owen was 
amazed by Rodriguez's commitment to 
not just adapt Miller's weird world, but 
loyally and painstakingly reproduce it 

Tn fact, Rodriguez made news in 
March of last year when he quit the 
powerful Director's Guild of America 
because it wouldn't let him give Miller a 
codirector's credit on the film. The 
guild has a strict policy that only one 
director can be attached to any one 
movie, but Rodriguez insisted that 
Miller was equally deserving of the 
director's title simply for creating this 
world on paper. (Miller also did some 
work on set.) 

“He's been so faithful to the images,” 
(Owen says. “For us, it was very peculiar, 
standing in greenscreen every day, but 
we knew we would be impressed with 
the result, and we were.” @ 


“And he's the most 


Bob Thompson is a Toronto-based journalist 
who writes about movies [ον The National 
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ANYBODY CAN FIRE A BULLET. FEW CAN ACTUALLY STEER IT. 


Somewhere between chaos and control there's victory. Equipped with over 500 cars spanning a century of 
automotive history, you will face up to 100 of the world’s most elite tracks. Spectators that react to your every 
move, Not to mention the laws of physics and constant threat of human error. 


Cal 


PlayStation.2 
GRAN TURISMO τες 
=a |Y (©2004 Sony Computer Enertainment Ine, All manulactioe, cars, names, brands and associated imagery 
[3 ΓΤ st 


on|the | slate 


PLAYS PHOTOGRAPHER, 


THE ALTAR, AND 


GARNER’S ROM-COM RETURN 


Okay, 50 Elektra wasn't so electric. The film's 
disappointing reviews and box-office figures mean 

‘may think twice about playing another 
supersery superhero. She's definitely playing it safe 
with her next flick, Catch and Release, a romantic 
‘comedy about a woman whose fiancé dies on the way 
to their wedding. His best friend ( 
helps her rebuild her life, and together they discover 
hhubby-to-be kept a few secrets. The film marks the 
directorial debut of one of Hollywood's 
‘most sought-after “chick flick” writers having penned 
Erin Brockovich, 28 Days and Ever After. The film is 
set for release later this year. 


HAS TROUBLE AT 


PLAYS POKER tev inca ranooua 


{is proof you should take the saying “When opportunity 
Closes a door, it opens a window” seriously, She was set to star in 
Eucalyptus with pal (and the film's executive producer) Ἶ 
But that Aussie film has ground to ἃ halt with Crowe and director 
pointing fingers of blame at one another. The film's 

collapse inadvertently freed up Kidman, and wouldn't you know it, ἃ 
to-die-or part has fallen into her lap — famed ‘60s photographer 

in the bio-pic Fur. Arbus made a name for herself by 
shooting pics of NYC's misfits and fringe dwellers. Some say she 
‘exploited her subjects, others say she imbued them with dignity and 
‘race, Arbus took her own life in 1971. , who raised 
‘eyebrows with the 2002 S&M dramedy Secretary, will helm the film, 
which starts filming next month, 


BANA GETS LUCKY B R Ι Ε Ε LY 


Ever wondered what the Hulk is 
doing these days? Good-looking 
‘Aussie Eric Bana, who played 

the green giant in 
The Hulk and Hector 
15 last summer's 
Troy, is busy 


Rumors are swirling that 
Jima Carrey wil play the albino 
Silas in The Da Vinci Code 
adaptation. Robert Downey Jr 
Μᾶς joined the cast of director 
George Ciooney's Goodnight, 


MAEM ane coo μοι, wen tins 
FRAP [ 50: novanen Cove. 

es Maing tn Sona 
epee Iesegh cary 


You. Bana plays card shark Huck. 
Cheever, who confronts his 
‘demons while vying forthe poker 
‘world championship. Cutis 
Hanson (LA. Confidential) 


Salma Hayek will portray 
1940s serial killer Martha Beck 
in the drama Lonely Heats. 

Pirate flicks are hot properties, 
in Hollywood and Keanu Reeves: 
doesn't want to miss out, he's 
‘agreed to play Sinbad in 
The 8th Voyage of Sinbad. 


directing (he also penned the 
script) and Bana willbe joined by 
Drew Barrymore and Robert Duvall, 
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Booking a party between 
March 2” and April 17 2005? 


SPONSORED BY : 


family’ 


For more information or to book === SS ΞΞΞΞ | 


your party call 1-888-3FAMOUS FAMOUS PLAYERS 


or visit famousplayers.com 


“ΟῚ 
I @ Dol | 
Retum to the basics for 


effortless femininity 
1 BY LIZA HERZ 


Jame it on Carrie Bradshaw. 
Mainstream notions of femininity are tragically narrow 
right now. It appears the goal of womankind, according 

to Sex and the City and its stilreverberating themes, is to be 
astiletto-shod chick existing on an unhealthy diet of Cosmes, 
‘iggies and cheap soulbaring. It’s so: “Look at me, I spend 
thousands on shoes and maquillage just so men will notice 
me and validate my existence!” 

So, instead of tottering around on stilettos and revealing 
acres of skin this spring, consider a more casual look, incor 
porating clever choices that make it seem as if you're just 
naturally stunning (as opposed to having to work at it, 
dablings). Repeat after me: “I wake up this gorgeous. It's 
[just who I am." Now say it again, but flip your hair back at 
the same time. Good. That's coming along quite nicely. 

‘We like to call it Stealth Girly, a brand of cheerful, seem- 
ingly effortless femininity that relies on good grooming and 
basic items instead of thick layers of artifice slapped on as if 
bya trowel. The effect is of someone so gorgeous as to be 
unconcerned with their looks 

‘Think Gwyneth Paltrow. Or Natalie Portman. Girls who 
seem genetically incapable of having a bad hair day. Girls 
who ooze a fresh-faced collegiate aura, hinting at a back- 
ground in varsity cheerleading or field hockey. 

This archetype’s wardrobe relies on simple, flawless basics 
— white tanktop, perfectly fited jeans, diamond stud 

earrings — augmented by the occasional 
subtle print, just for variety’s sake. And 


This L 


‘Helmut Lang 


| ftom Gap ($54.50) i@ | remember, if you're on a tight budget, ᾿ babiulinmaba 
| sof accent to apa of | tess expensive items always look better | Pemuueaeeuias 


| jeans or khakis. The | in dark colours. ook with ἃ white 
| painterly floral print isa | There area few ground rules, the first |) ΜΑΙ lbaieele 
| treat way to wear pink | eing that this is nota nighttime guise. |) Puen nunell 
| without looking babyish. ‘The subtlety would be all bat oe: PEG ane 
| yp “μὰς ania eine Norse ait 
ἌΣ can pull on for one [| pauline 
aay eshou Took moe ke awed 
τὰ. view,” suggesting, to the admiring 
i ΤΣ bystander, that you're the type who 
AS, gets her five daily servings of fruit 
and her eight hours of beauty sleep. 
That said, we would not be 
᾿ doing our job if we didn't ΕΗ you 
| in on some excellent ways to 
mimic healthy living without 
actually becoming a saint. So 
stay up late if you must. But 
remember to he artful with 
that pink blush in the 
4 morning. 
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Rose gives your 
‘cheeks ἃ natural 

‘lush that implies ἃ 
life of clean living. 


‘moisturizing tinted lip balm ($21, 
‘department and select drug stores) 
combines sheer colour with ἃ hint 
of opalescence adding polish 
without being overtly made-up. 


ar (516). 
τ We think “remineralising” ἐς 
alts beautyspeak for “soft skin.” 


Helps remove dint, makeup, 


even waterproof mascara while 
“moisture binding minerals” 
ensure a soft glowy face. 
With its contoured waist 
and strategically placed 
pockets (for backside 
enhancement) 
(512, drugstores) gives (45. 


‘Your tresses the high-beam shine of “Rich | 52. sears, The Bay) feel 
Gir Hair," so you can just look nonchalant, | ike custom cut, but 
like gleaming locks are your birthright. without a seamstress 


hovering over you and 
sticking you with pins. 


ΝΜ nature didn’ bless you with a flawless, 
‘complexion, let science and the 20% 
lycolic acid strength of 


(540, drugstores) give you ἃ litle skin- 
refining assist. 


| [Soft makeup, loose 
undone hair and a 
sheer top add a 
relaxed not to this 
white pairing from 

Ἢ ὕβοκει $433, 
top $248, Finishing 

‘Touches, Toronto). 


things | 


Jnenours 


On April 3rd we finally set the clocks forward, stealing an hour of few of our favourites. And, although some are a bit pricey, you can 
sleep but giving us more precious light at the end of the day. Why | sr use these models for inspiration and find similar versions at 
rot celebrate the time change with anew timepiece? Here are a _|_almost any price point | BY JEAN-FRANCOIS LEGARE 


‘A simple men’s watch, Roots’ 
‘Tandem is available in black (as seen 
here) or brown (5180, Roots stores). 


Thejelamour of the 

thirties returns with 
the Malice Dior: 
D'Trick. That strand) 
of real pearls can be 
removed fo less 
formal occasions 
(61,115, Birks and 
other Jewellers) 


Although it has a bit of a masculine 
‘edge, this women's watch from 
DKNY is sleek and elegant (5180, 
The Bay, Sears). 


your duality — a little bit 


princess (91,095, Birks a 
other jewellers), 


In association 
with Tiger Woods, 
‘TAG Houer created 
this watch specifi- 
cally for the pro 
‘golfer...or anyone who 
pretends to be. Extremely 
light because of its 
stainless steel and silicone 
construction, the watch 
features Woods' logo on 
the face and his signature 
fon the back (91,49, 
tagheuer.com for locations 
orto buy), 
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Its the rebel look, Dior style. 
\ The Dior 66, with its pretty 


NS 


pink leather strap, celebrates 


‘motorcycle chick, a litte bit 


γ- 


With its lime-green 
textured leather strap, 
this women’s watch 

sp from DKNY is 
the perfect 
accessory for 
summer cock- 
tail parties 
($145, The Bay, 
Sears), 


With its subtle pastel 
hhues, this 
watch gives a delicate 
touch to your summer 
wardrobe 


Forty years ago, » 
released Ὁ CS’ 

the watch, ὅκα 

and it made them SBR 

famous. For the Pl ᾿ hi 

anniversary, they've Si 


reissued 8 new “3 & 
version of the = This charm — 
‘monumental bracelet from is 


timepiece ἃ must have for fashionistas. With 
10 different charms — including ἃ 
watch face and that famous Burberry 
“Β" — not only will you look great, 
you'll jangle when you walk 


Sleek, but without being 
boring, this men’s watch 
from has a 
phosphorescent face that 
glows in the dark 


For women who don't like things 
too delicate, this 

watch has ἃ neo-hippie edge, 
thanks to that woven, leather- 
trimmed strap 
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liner | notes 


GAMBLES ON NEW YORK, AND SAMPLING 
CARIBOU’S BY INGRID RANDOJA 


Writer ΕΒ. White said New York City “can destroy an individual, 
‘or it can fulfil him, depending a good deal on luck. No one 
should come to New York to live unless he is willing to be lucky.” 

David Usher feels lucky. 

‘The former frontman for Moist and singer of that catchy "90s 
ditty “Push,” moved from Toronto to New York last year with his 
wife and baby daughter. His fourth disc as ἃ solo artis, If God Had 
Curves (in stores April 26), was penned and recorded in the 
Big Apple where, he says, you have to put up or shut up. 

“1 think i's part of American culture," he says on the line from 
New York. "In a society where there is no safety net, ina city that’s 
this big and expensive, you have to make it happen or you are in 
‘rouble. There's that sense that no one is going to catch you if you 
don’t make it, and that leads you to do really good work...or not.” 

If God Had Curves contains typical Usher tunes — reflective, 
poetic songs that are made all the more potent by his sparse 
singing style, It's bittersweet album, and yet i's the sweet you 
remember mos, lke his first single, “Love Will Save the Day. 

It's an uplifting anthem coming from ἃ guy who sometimes 
‘826s the glass 85 half empty, and who's an avowed atheist. 

“Even atheists are looking fo faith," he says with alittle laugh. 
With ἃ Jewish academic father and Buddhist artist mother, Usher 
has spent his life navigating two cultures and practicing tolerance 
for both — which isthe message behind If God Had Curves. 

“"Most people have taken the title tobe saying God is a woman, 
‘and that's ἃ facet of it, but it's based more on the idea that if we 
‘were all abit more understanding and a bit more flexible — the 
religious and the non-religious — we'd be better off as ἃ society. 

““Being in New York forthe last election, you really saw both the 
‘secular community and the religious community becoming much 
more rigid and less willing to see each other's points of view, and 
without that meeting of the minds we're going to be in trouble.” 
Electronic music maestro Dan Snaith used to go by the moniker 


OUT THIS MONTH 
Manitoba, but due to a silly lawsuit by American punk rocker 


Handsome Dick Manitoba, the Cundas, Ontario, artist changed his Counting Down the Days April 5 
name to Caribou, 

Caribou's newest CO, The Milk of Human Kindness (in stores 
‘April 18), offers what Caribou calls “pop songs for weirdos.” His 
‘electronic beats and samplings 
are less rigorous on this, his 1 (Bleed Like/Me- April 12 
third, CD, and he's playing 
around with gorgeous 
melodies and vicious drum 
beats. The track “Hello 
Hammerheads” sounds lke an 
undiscovered Simon and 
Garfunkel tune, while the sexy | |) Devils) Duste = April 26 
“Bees” should be played while 
‘downing a pre-dinner cocktail 
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THE RETURN 
OF 


== | a a pains 


name | of | the | game | 


Chopsock your way through the beautiful Jade Empire | BY SCOTT GARDNER 


XBOX 


‘Welcome to the Jade Empire, Set in ancient China — or atleast China as it would 
hhave been ial the legends were true — its a mysterious world of harsh mountains, 
lush gardens, wild outlaws, evil spirits and magical martial arts. 

Created for Xbox by Bioware — the Edmonton company behind 2003's block- 
‘buster Star Wars: Knights ofthe Old Republic — Jade Empire blends the traditional Ὁ 
‘elements ofa role-playing game with inventive real-time fighting. 

‘As the story opens you are a young martial artist just beginning to explore the 


‘world outside your monastery. Fram the outset it is clear that something is wrong: 
spirits and ghosts are appearing frequently, even attacking people in outlying 
villages. Your investigation launches you on a journey from the Land of Howling 
‘Spirits tothe Imperial Cty and beyond. 

Combat is a mix of gritty Bruce Leetype kung fu and mystical Hidden Tiger, Flying Daggers aerobatics. There are dozens of fighting styles 
to learn, from the fancifully named “Legendary Strike” and “Dire Flame” tothe more pointed “Twin Axes.” Each has its own tactical role, and 
attacks range from punches and kicks to weapon strikes to conjuring supernatural beasts. 

Whether you choose to act for good or evil, you'l have to face powerful human and supernatural foes to unravel the dark secrets of your 


‘world and eam a place as a master of martial arts. 


In a gaming universe increasingly domi- 
nated by blockbuster sequels and movie 
tiesins, the surreal look and loopy premise 
of Psychonauts positively leap off the 
screen and whack you upside the head. 
The game tells the story of Raz, a 
telepathic, telekinetic and pyrokinetic 
young boy learning to hone his formidable 
powers as ἃ psychic. But while working on 
his Levitation merit badge, Raz discovers 
that someone is 
kidnapping psychic 
children and stealing 
their brains. 
In order to foil 
this evil plot and 
‘earn the title of 
“Psychonaut,” 
(psychic astronaut 
— get it?) Raz must 
project himself into the minds of one 
bizarre character after another to battle 
their inner demons, nightmares and secret 
In ἃ mix of action and platforming 
gameplay, Raz runs, bounces, floats, 
climbs, swings and sneaks while defeating 
‘monsters, lunatics and demons with the 
Psi-Blast, a mental burst of energy that 
banishes nightmares, 


Its Grand Theft Auto meets Mars Attacks! 
in this amusingly bent action-stealth 
title, and for once YOU get to be the 


skulking, bug-eyed, melon-headed alien, 
kicking the crap out of every wretched, 
sniveling human you see. 
Set in 1950s 
‘America, you play 
Cryptosporidium 
137, an operative 
sent to Earth on 
8 dual mission to 
harvest human 
brainstems and 
keep lab-coated sadists from vivisecting a 
previous visitor (his brother, Crypto-136) 
Who had the bad luck to crash in — you 
guessed it — Roswell, New Mexico. 
Crypto's helpful tools include futuristic 
weapons, psychic powers, ἃ shiny hub-cap 
shaped UFO and an utter disdain for 
humanity. Packed with humorous sci-fi 
and conspiracy mythology, you will soon 
discover that itis far, far better to be the 
superior being. 
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THE PLAYSTATION 


PORTABLE 


This ambitious little guy, known as the 
PSP, is Sony's long-awaited portable 
‘gaming unit and a potential competitor 
to Nintendo's long-running Game Boy 
franchise of handheld systems. 

Billed as ἃ “comprehensive entertain- 
ment experience,” the unit plays 
disc-based videogames, digital video and 
audio, supports wireless play to nearby 
PSPs and distance online play where a 
Wireless network is available. We won't 
fry your synapses with an alphabet soup 
of techie mumbo jumbo, but basically, 
its got the brainpower to support full 3-D 
worlds, characters and effects, and it's 
‘only about the size of a PS2 controller. 

The PSP launches as a “Value Pack” 
for $299, including a Memory Stick, 

headphones with remote 
control, battery pack, 
‘AC adaptor and case. 
And there are more 
than 20 games 
ready to go, includ 
ing ATV Offroad 

Fury: Blazin’ Trails, 

Gretzky NHL, NEL 

Street 2, Need for 
Speed Rivals and 
Tony Hawk's 
‘Underground 2 
Remix. 


i In-Stores March oni : 


——— ΧΑ, 
ΕΓ ΓΊΕΞ ΓΥΈΞ 111 ΓΞ ΤΕ or: 
τ [ΠΞΞ ΓΊ [ΠΙ ΓΊ ΕΞ Γ΄ ἘΞΓΊΕΞΕΞΓ ἘΞ ΈΞΙ! ΓΊ [ΓΙ ΕΞ ΓῚ ἔπ ας 
Π ἘΞ τας [ ΓῚΓΤῚ!Γ [{]: 
TJ rm. 


+ Entertainment: Games. Movies, Music, Photos. + LOD Soreen: 4.3" wide screen capable af mare than 
+ Support: UMD™ (Universal Media Dise) technology, USB 2.0. 16.7 milion colours, 
Memory Stick PRO Duo™, Wireless connectivity (802:11b wi-fi, + Control: Digital and Analog at your fingertips 


WAL*MART 


evel 


video and dvd! 


Ne Wheases 


Go Home witH ELEKTRA, LEMONY SNICKET or OCEAN'S TWELVE ty scort earner 


ELEKTRA 

Stars: Jennifer Garner, 
Goran Visnijic 

Director: Rob Bowman 
(Reign of Fire) 

Story: After her smallish 
role in 2002's 
Daredevil, comic book 
fanboys waited a breathless two years to 
see Gamer fill out Elektra’s red leather 
superhero gear and bring the pain. It's 
just too bad no one thought to bring a 
script. DVD Extras: “Making of," “Comic 
Con Presentation” and "Inside the Editing 
Room’ featurettes, three deleted scenes 


‘SPANGLISH 

Stars: Adam Sandler, 
Tea Leoni 

Director: James L. 
Brooks (As Good as, 

it Gets) 

Story: Celebrated L.A. 
chef John (Sandler) 
tiptoes around his hypersensitive wife, 
Deborah (Leoni) and her ferocious mood 
swings. So when they hire a maid — the 
sincere, warm, sweet, beautiful, loving, 


tender and devoted Flor (Paz Vega) — 
their already rocky relationship faces 
even bigger boulders. 


SIDEWAYS 

Stars: Paul Giamatti, 

Thomas Haden Church 

Director: Alexander 

Payne (Election) 

Story: A wine-tasting 

road trip to salute Jack's 

(Church) final days as a 
bachelor careens woefully sideways as he 
and Miles (Giamatti) hit the gas en route 
to midlife crises. Suddenly, the comically 
‘mismatched pair who share little more 
than their history, failed potential and 
fading youth, find themselves drowning in 
Wine and women, DVD Extras: commentary 
by Giamatti and Church, eight deleted 
scenes, behind-the-scenes featurette, 
three Easter eges 
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BAD EDUCATION 

Stars: Gael Garcia Bernal, Fele Martinez 
Director: Pedro Almadévar (Talk to Her) 
Story: In two-time Oscar-winner 
‘Almodévar's latest, a 


If you love TV on 
DVD this a great 
‘month for you... 
clean up the yard, 
paint the rec room 
and catch up on your j'ai | 12). And fora look at 


reading. But if you — 


are now 
addicted to commercial 
TV without the commer- 
cials you can get reacquainted 
with first seasons οἱ δοὺ Newiart 
and. Dynasty (Apr. 12) οἱ Highway 
τ Heaven (Apr 28). 

‘Atew more ofthe bright spots 


Spanish filmmaker gets a visit from an 
actor claiming to be an old schoo! friend, 
who draws him into a twisted web of sex, 
revenge and murder. 


HOTEL RWANDA 
Stars: Don Cheadle, 
Nick Nolte 

Director: Terry George 
(Some Mother's Son) 
Story: Based on a true 
story from the 1994 

| Rwandan genocide, 
hotel manager Paul Rusesabagina 
(Cheadle) opens his doors to 1,200 
refugees. With a rabid militia at his gates, 
he uses courage, flattery and cunning to 
protect his guests from certain death. 
DVD Extras: a documentary, featurette, 
‘commentaries featuring Cheadle, the 
director and the real-life Rusesabagina 


OCEAN'S TWELVE 
Stars: George Clooney, 
Brad Pitt 

Director: Steven 
Soderbergh (Erin 
Brockovich) 

Story: It's been three 
years since Danny 


| the bonds of love, 

* | fiends and family — 

‘or more correctly, 

‘everyting that can go wrong 
‘with the bonds of love, friends 
‘and family — you can hang out 
with the homegrown comedy hit 
Trailer Park Boys: The Complete 
Fourth Season (Apr. 12). 


Ocean (Clooney) and his crew robbed 
ruthless casino owner Terry Benedict of 
every dime in his impenetrable Vegas 
vault. Now Benedict has tracked ‘em all 
down and it ain't to deliver flowers.. 


THE WOODSMAN 
Stars: Kevin Bacon, 
Kyra Sedgwick 
Director: Nicole Kassell 
(debut) 


Story: Bacon won raves 
for his performance as ἃ 
pedophile who returns 

to his hometown after 12 years in prison 

and attempts to start ἃ new life. 
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A LOVE SONG FOR 

BOBBY LONG 

Stars: John Travolta, 

Scarlett Johansson 

Director: Shainee Gabel 

(debut) 

Story: A teenage girl 

ohansson) returns to 
her supposedly abandoned family home 
and discovers an unexpected roommate: 
her late mother's lover, a boozy professor 
(Travolta) slowly drinking himself to death. 


BIRTH 
Stars: Nicole Kidman, 
Lauren Bacall 
Director: Jonathan 
Glazer (Sexy Beast) 
Ἢ Story: Part romance, 
PSTELA Patt mystery, part 
family drama, a 
woman (Kidman) 
‘becomes convinced that — ick — ἃ 
10-year-old boy is the reincarnation of 
her dead husband. 


MEET THE 
FOCKERS 

Stars: Ben Stiller, 
Robert De Niro 
Director: Jay Roach 
(Meet the Parents) 
‘Story: When Greg 
(aka. Gaylord) 
Focker's up-tight 
future in-laws meet his unconventional 
parents things go great — at least until 
the RV toilet episode, the overly zealous 
football game, the incident with the 


GOTO FOR MORE INFORMATIO 


toddler and the glue, the saucy Cuban 
caterer with a secret 


HOUSE OF FLYING DAGGERS 

Stars: Zhang Ziyi, Andy Lau 

Director: Zhang Yimou (Hero) 

Story: In medieval China, a blind dancer 
finds herself torn between the loyalties of 
love and honour as she fights acrobatic 
warriors in spectacular and balletic, 


treetop battles. 
APRIL 26 


THE ASSASSINATION OF 
RICHARD NIXON 

Stars: Sean Penn, Naomi Watts 

Director: Niels Mueller (debut) 

‘Story: This dark drama tells the tragic true 
story of Sam Bicke (Penn), a disillusioned 
everyman who, in 1974, was driven to plot 
the assassination of U.S. president Nixon. 


==> BLADE: TRINITY 
Stars: Wesley Snipes, 


Pace ΜΓ Jessica Biel 
a 


Director: David S. Goyer 
(ZieZag) 
Κ΄ Story: After years of 
ΕἼ fighting evil alone, the 
half-vampire Blade 
(Snipes) finally gets some help from the 
""Nightstalkers,” led by tough slayet-babe 
Abigail (Biel) and her joke-a-minute part- 
ner Hannibal (Ryan Reynolds). DVD Extras: 
Unrated DVD includes 10 extras minutes, 
‘commentary by Goyer, Biel and Reynolds, 
8 16-part behind-the-scenes doc, alternate 
fending, blooper reel, weapons galleries, 


LEMONY SNICKET'S 


| A SERIES OF 
Bie? UNFORTUNATE 
jes. | EVENTS 
Se | Sarin cay, 
Mery! Streep 
Director: Brad Silberling 
(Gity of Angels) 


sed on the wildly popular and 
darkly humourous kids’ books, the three 
Baudelaire orphans ate sent to live with 
their creepy uncle, Count Olaf (Carrey), 
who schemes to steal the children’s 
inheritance. DVD Extras: commentary by 
the director and the real Lemony Snicket, 
and the featurettes “Building a Bad 
Actor,” “Making the Baudelaire Children 
Miserable" and “Interactive Ol 


to 


THE AMITYVILLE 
HORROR COLLECTION 


"οι George and Kathy Lutz, the colonial 

home on the river's edge ideal 
quaint, spacious and amazingly afforda 
Of course, six brutal murders had taken 
place there just a year before, but houses 
don't have memories...or do they? 

In one of the most talked about 
haunted house stories ofall time, blood 
drips from the walls, a terrifying chill 
rakes through the rooms, and menacing 
eyes glow from the upstairs windows. 
This four-disc set screams into stores on 
April 5, 10 days before the big-screen 

tarring Ryan Reynolds opens in 


Based on the best-selling book by Jay 
‘Anson, the original The Amitwille Horror 
(1979) stars James Brolin, Margot 
Kidder and Rod Steiger. Bone-chilling 
‘2oodies include an introduction and 
‘audio commentary by parapsychologist 
Dr. Hans Holzer, Ph.D., author of more 
than 100 books on paranormal activity, 
‘a doc entitled "For God's Sake, Get 
Out!,” 8 sneak peek of the new 


Amityville Horror, seven radio spots and 
the original theatrical trailer. 

The set also includes the prequel 
Amityville Il: The Possession (1982), 
the jaw-droppingly awful Amitwille 3-D 
(1983) and “Amityville Confidential,” an 
exclusive bonus disc featuring the 


“Amityville: Horror or Hoax?” documnen- 
tary that reveals secrets of the house 
Including interviews with the real Lutz 
family, and “Amityville: The Haunting” 
‘an account of what actually happened in 
the house according to the Lutz family. 
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HOROSCOPE | BY DAN LIEBMAN 


Aries 

March 21 τ April 20 

Some dificult choices face you this 
‘month. Look at the big picture when 
weighing pros against cons. Your social 
group may include additions and dropouts. 
You show a late-month talent for acting, 
with the emphasis on spontaneous, 
impromptu performances. 


Taurus 

April 21 τ May 22 

‘You face stiff competition when going 
after a plum sslgnment, but your loge 
apecoech gies you an advantage, Puna 
your lng to-do [δὲ — you can accomplish 
only so much by the end of April. And 
prepare an acceptance speech for an 
Upcoming hana. 


Gemini 

May 23 + June 21 

You galn recognition fora recent accom 
plishent, but this snot the time to 
boast Be caulous about tang aves 2 
debate between two people you like You 
be rubbing shoulders with intresting 
types, but don't go overboard trying to 
impress them. 


Cancer 

June 22 τ July 22 

Your rousehold i tranquil fora change. 
Take advantage ofthe stution and catch 
up on correspondence and paperwork. You 
παν reverse your opinion about a neighbour 
ox covert. yu serious about some- 
one, make sure the person knows i. 


Leo 

July 23 τ August 22 

You receive some unexpected responses 
en ocent request. I goer ἃ goa 

meth to devon techie kil, Pavel 
to unusual destination, and reestablish 
a tlandhip. Bo as cbjectve es You can 
ten alscusing fai sues. 


Virgo 

August 23 τ September 22 

A surprising amount of drama occurs now, 
with fends demanding a large chunk οἱ 
Your attention, ut thers more tality 
ἰπ γος fe, especialy after the fll moon 
ofthe 24th, Isa good month to sign up 
fora couse or other mental stimulating 
program. 


Libra 

September 23 «: October 22 
You're feling more confident about 
speaking your mind and — for once — 
Being Bunt A the same time, γος 
able to recognize people's true motives, 
Midmonth isa good time to workout 
diferences. Make an extra effort to keep 
in touch with distant relatives. 


Scorpio 

October 23 “- November 21 

Its good month fer yng new ways to 
fad probs, You could Mel ha ob 
fp aster without an esistant. Manta ἃ 
tence of halos inte aon of eat 
and fines. Keop your ence of humour, 
too, as April Fool's tricksters can strike at 
any time 
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Sagittarius 

November 22 : December 22 
Filends continue to suprise you — some 
with thee generosity, others with thei 
harebrained schemes, Pay extra attention 
to matters involving shared arangements, 
especially financial ones, Late month 
finds you intuitive and motivated. 


Capricorn 

December 23 τ. January 20 
You're extraordinarily in tune with others 
right now — understanding their needs 
and even finishing their sentences. 
Unexpected travel opportunities are 
scattered throughout April You continue 
to make steady progress as you chase 
after an important goal. 


Aquarius 

January 21 ©: February 19 

The month finds you changing opinions 
and shifting directions. By the 30th, you 
have a clear Idea of where yur Neaded 
wad with wor. Carefully check 
Finacial and other detalls. And dont get 
carved away with new fends δὲ the 
expense of od ones 


Pisces 

February 20 τ March 20 

Tis Isa wanston month You become 
more confident, 2 reflectd in eveything 
from your writing syle to your wardrobe. 
Keep track of spending. Social, i's a 
month of invitation, but watch out fran 
absent minded steak tat surfaces 
around the 17th 
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Debbie Reynolds 
Linda Hunt 

Eddie Murphy 
Robert Downey Jr 


Joo Grey 

Claire Danes 

Rick Schroder 

Sarah Michelle Gellar 
Emma Watson 
Martin Lawrence 
Jennifer Gamer 
James Woods 

Kate Hudson 

Jessica Lange 


Charles Grodin 
Jack Nicholson 
Michae! Moore 
Barbra Streisand 
Renée Zellwoger 
Carol Burnett 
Sheena Easton 
Jessica Alba 
Dani! Day-Lewis 
Kirsten Dunst 


Peter Greenaway 
Maritu Henner 
Russell Crowe 
Patricia Arquette 
Dennis Quaid 
Steven Seagal 
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FeetFirst 
presents 


NATIONALE 
ENIMIDAY, 


donate*5 


famous | last! words 


“| worked at TCBY, the yogurt shop. The 
first two weeks | literally lived on the chocolate and vanilla swirl, 
then the mere sight of it left me queasy.” 


“I was ἃ supermarket checkout 
itl | had just graduated from high school, and | thought the 
rest of my life would be spent telling little old ladies, ‘I'm sorry, 
‘ma'am, that coupon expired 10 years ago.” 


“I was the phone answerer for an escort 
agency in midtown New York. The place smelled really bad.” 


““L was a mime who worked in front of 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York. It really required 
combat pay. Kids would try to kick you.” 


“I worked as a welder for my dad's company. | 


think he would have liked me to carry on in the family business, 
but | knew | wasn’t cut out for it.” 


“My first job was as a clay trapper, 
when | was about 13. | set the clay disks and the gentlemen 


famous 46 


ΟἹ worked as a night- 
club bouncer but I'd get into fights with 
‘other bouncers when a guy was already 
‘onthe floor and the other guys thought it 
was altight to jump in the air and land 
‘on the guy's head.” 


Would try to shoot. It was fun to be out in the fresh air, but | 
didn't fancy doing that for the rest of my life.” 


“I was second guy on a lorry, and | 
slept most ofthe time." 


“Playing guitar on Toronto's streets for 
dinner money. I'd sit on the curb and play anything anybody 
Wanted. After a while, I'd have 10 people standing around and 
‘maybe $25 in my guitar case.” 


“I had a summer job detasseling 
corn near my home in DeKalb, Illinois. in fact, that’s what 1 
was doing when a photographer from ἃ local newspaper took 
‘my picture — and the favourable reaction to that picture 
convinced me to try modeling. It had to be better than 
detasseling corn.” 


“| waitressed at the Jackson Hole 
diner in New York City. The customers didn't like me because | 
Would try to memorize the orders instead of writing the entire 
thing down. Suddenly, hot dogs became hotcakes.” 
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RELAX, IT’S OK TO BE LATE 


NO MORE 
LATE FEES 


MORE SAVI 
MORE Ways cm 
MORE FROM © 5 


Movie and game entals are due back a the data and time stated on the transaction receipt. Thetis na adeional rental charge a member keeps 8 rental tam beyond the pe-pakd 
‘enfal prod: However, a member choasss fa keep ἃ rental tem for mora than ἃ week afer the end of the renal pod. SLOCKEUSTER" ws auiomatialy conv! he renal a 5 
{elon the eighth (th) dy after the endo the renal para. BLOCKBUSTER wil ost othe membestsp account te sling pri forthe tem in ϑῆρεὶ a the time ff rents. Th 

fling rice wil be clcourted by the amount of ha nal rental fee pad bythe member a the time of rental If fe member returns Ine item within ϑ0 days ofthe sale date, 
BLOCKBUSTER wil cect back othe membership account the amount prevcusy charged to he members account bul the member wil be charged a one-ime restocking fe οἵ 
1.75 par unk plus appeable ance. These onal terms are subject fo change without notes at ny tm valle a all BLOCKBUSTER Canada sore, See slore for completa tems 
‘and conditions: Membership rules apply for rntal. BLOCKBUSTER name, dign and related marks are trademarks οἱ Blockduster Inc © 2008 Blockouster Ine, Alright ebervad 


Best performance by 
300 horses playing a car. 


The new Mustang GT. 
AJAC Award for Best New Sports/Performance Car. 


Buckle up. The new Mustang continues its rich tradition of performance. Take one 
‘out on the open road, And you'll see precisely why we keep thinking about freedom, 


al ‘AurowosILe JOURNALISTS 
‘ASSOCIATION OF CANADA 


Bullt for itein Canada ford. 


